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the exercise of their religion in those parts of France
in which it was actually established; they were
allowed to worship God and pursue their avocations
without unreasonable hindrance. With this, the
Huguenots might well have been content, and by a
discreet conduct they might possibly have averted
the persecutions which they suffered under Louis
XIV. and his successors.

The Edict of Nantes was confirmed after Henry's
death, and^Ttrjprovisions were carried out with rea-
sonable good faith. Such a measure of toleration
from a dominant creed was rare in those days. In
England, a Catholic could observe the usages of his
faith only in secret and in peril of his life; in almost
every part of Europe, whether Catholic or Protest-
ant, it was required that the religion of the King
should be the religion of his subjects. Nor had the
principles of toleration as yet entered deeply into
the French mind; if the Edict of Nantes was
respected as a necessity, it was not viewed with
favour by most Catholics. The Huguenots were at
times subjected to the annoyances that are inevita-
ble when a minority practises a faith that is distaste-
ful to the majority of the population. The rights
secured by the Edict were grudgingly accorded; a
zealous priest would sometimes seek to convert
Huguenot heretics by questionable methods; a
fanatical mob would sometimes disturb Huguenot
rites by open violence. Yet there was no effort to
revoke the Edict, and no interference on the part of
the Government with the rights which it secured.
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